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Who Am I?

There is an old saying that is common to all cultures and all nations.  

Perhaps you have heard it before.

“If you don’t make a decision about your life, someone else will make it for you.”

Sometimes it is convenient just to drift along in school and at work.  It seems that if you attend class regularly, you learn enough to pass most classes with a “C” and keep your folks off your back.  After you have worked at your job for six months, you are relatively experienced.  You seldom make mistakes there; your boss likes you and you get along fine with the other employees.  Life is good.

But how long will you be content to earn minimum wage or even $10 per hour?  If you worked 50 weeks, 40 hours per week at $6.75 per hour, that amounts to $14,500 per year, which is poverty level.   Even at $10 per hour for the same time frame, $20,000 per year would barely feed, clothe, and shelter a family of four, and is considered low income.  There would be no extra money to buy a house, new car, savings, or luxuries.  The average worker’s salary in Sioux Falls is approximately $33,000 per year. 
You may be comfortable now, drifting along in school.  You know that a “C” average won’t get you into a 4-year college, but there is always a community college or a technical school that will accept you.

But are you really doing as well as you think?  Your teachers aren’t on your case, but they know that you really aren’t applying yourself.  Your parents want you to graduate from high school, and you seem headed toward that goal, so they are relatively satisfied.

But all those people, teachers, friends, and parents realize that you are really not making decisions for yourself.  You are allowing others to guide you down your life way in a manner that suits them, not you.

As the years drift by, you get a full-time job.  Eventually, you become an assistant store manager.  Your salary has advanced along with your responsibilities, and now you make $12.00 per hour, plus some fringe benefits.  You never made it to college or technical school, and except for on-the-job training, the company didn’t bother to develop any of your other skills.  Your work is all you know.

You are married now.  Your spouse has quit his/her job to care for the children.  You are renting an apartment because you haven’t been able to save enough money for a house especially when the average housing sales costs have reached $250,000 in Sioux Falls.  The car is four years old and needs a few repairs, and you haven’t been able to afford a vacation lately.

All of a sudden, life is not easy or comfortable.  You wake up one morning and realize that you have never made a major life-decision by yourself.  What should you have done while you were in high school to better prepare for a higher-paying career?

Escaping the Trap

The first thing that you should remember is that you have a choice, and that choice is yours alone.  Sure, your folks want you to succeed.  Your teachers would like you to make your education relevant to a career.  Your future boss will want you to move up in the company because you make money for him/her.  But unless you make some hard decisions, others will direct your life for you.  The best way for you to succeed with these decisions is to conduct your own interest inventory.


Show some INITIATIVE, which means doing something on your own.  You must make some decisions before your senior year ends.  Are you going to college?  You must take the SAT I (Scholastic Aptitude Test) or the ACT (American College Testing) and file your application to the school you wish to attend, usually before Christmas.  If your goal is a community college, you should apply in the spring or early summer.  Trade or technical schools usually will enroll you just prior to the start of their programs, but you should apply early.

[image: image2.png]



The U.S. Department of Labor estimates that 70% of the jobs in the future will require some education beyond a high school diploma.

Setting a career goal based on your interests now will help you succeed in high school and plan for your post-secondary options. Career/technical courses, taken in conjunction with math, science, social science and language arts, will provide you with the skills necessary for post-secondary education and careers. Career/technical courses are available in your school.
Current career fields are grouped into the four major academic areas below. Which areas interest you most?  Check one or more.
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Courses leading to careers that interest you are organized into career pathways. Career pathways combine academic courses necessary to graduate with introductory, intermediate, and advanced (capstone) career/technical courses in grades 9 through 12. Students enrolled in these courses often have the option to earn San Diego Community College credits and courses may meet the University of California entrance requirements. 

For more information, visit the Career Center or your counselor. 
	Introductory Courses

	Intermediate Courses

	Advanced (Capstone) Courses




There are different job classifications in the United States.  These categories include over 55,000 different jobs.  Obviously, it is not possible to list all of them here.  Listed below are basic career interest areas we are using to refer students to the internships.  There is good growth potential with these jobs, and the anticipated job opportunities will be of great importance to the future workers in South Dakota. In each career interest area you will find a few examples of jobs.

Based on your interests, abilities and skills training, check (√) the jobs you find interesting.  Note:  Your selection for a specific job for your internship may not happen.  For example, a long-term career goal might be to become a doctor.  However, your chances of actually working with patients during an internship would be remote.  Your placement in the Health and Human Services Department would give you an excellent opportunity to observe careers in that cluster which you may wish to pursue in the future.

Arts and Communication



Business and Financial Services


_____ Radio and T.V.


_____ Sales and Marketing


_____ Journalism



_____ International Business/Trade


_____ Graphic Arts



_____ Entrepreneurship


_____ Entertainment


_____ Office and Secretarial Services

Government and Public Services


Health and Human Services


_____ U.S. Military



_____ Medical


_____ Public Administration

_____ Nursing


_____ Law Enforcement


_____ Psychology and Counseling








_____ Pharmacy

Hospitality, Tourism and Recreation

Manufacturing, Industrial Technology 





and Trades


_____ Restaurant Management

_____ Architecture (Electrical, Civil)


_____ Hotel Management


_____ Computer Aided Design


_____ Amusement Parks


_____ Construction


_____ Sports & Recreation

_____ Drafting








_____ Carpentry








_____ Welding








_____ Auto Repair

MY CAREER CLUSTER CHOICE:

_____________________________________________________________________
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Career Goals Test

True – False

1.
T   F
Having a numerical talent is the ability to use numbers effectively.

2.
T   F
Most “Foundation” (Career Paths) courses are taken in the senior year of 


high school.
3.
T   F
Usually a “C” average will get you into a 4-year college.
4.
T   F
The SAT I is a college entrance examination.

5.
T   F
The average worker in Sioux Falls earns over $30,000 a year.

Multiple Choice

6.
There are over _____________________ different types of jobs in the United States.

a. 100

b. 550

c. 10,000

d. 55,000

7. 
_______________________ are courses taken that provide students with skills necessary for employment and/or post-secondary education.

a. Consumer Economics

b. Science Clusters

c. Business Education

d.
Career Paths

8. The U.S. Department of Labor estimates what percentage of the jobs in the future will require some education beyond a high school diploma?
a. 60%
b. 70%

c. 80%

d. 90%

9.
Initiative means  _____________________________

a. leave it alone

b. helping each other

c. making decisions on your own

d. making your education count

10.
Minimum wage an hour would earn you $14,500 a year.  This is  _________________

a. below the poverty level

b. poverty level

c. a middle income salary

d.
upper middle class

______  =   ________%

    10






Successful Completion ___________________










      Teacher’s Initials










        Date ___________________
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Technical


Certificate-Level


Employment





Associate Degree-


Level


Employment





Professional-Level


Employment





Four-Year College





Community College





Entry-Level Employment





SOCIAL SCIENCE-BASED CAREERS


____  Hospitality, Tourism & Recreation


____  Education, Child Development &


	Family Services


____  Public Services


____  Marketing, Sales & Service





�





  SCIENCE-BASED CAREERS


____  Agricultural & Natural Resources


____  Health Science & Medical Tech.


____  Energy & Utilities


____  Transportation





�





�





�





MATHEMATICS-BASED CAREERS


____  Engineering


____  Building Trades & Construction


____  Finance and Business


____  Manufacturing & Product 		Development





LANGUAGE ARTS-BASED AND       VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS CAREERS


____  Arts, Media & Entertainment


____  Fashion & Interior Design


____  Information Technology





Why is Career Planning Important Now?





MATHEMATICS-BASED CAREERS


____  Engineering


____  Building Trades & Construction


____  Finance and Business


____  Manufacturing & Product 		Development
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MATHEMATICS-BASED CAREERS


____  Engineering & Design


____  Building Trades & Construction


____  Finance and Business


____  Manufacturing & Product 		Development
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